
LIKUTEI  MOHARAN  I I :117  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA ) ה קי״ז נָא · תּוֹרָ יָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

ה בוֹהָ ה גְ שָּׁ דֻ קְ ס לִ נָ כְ נִּ שֶׁ ם, כְּ אָדָ ת הָ ל אֶ בֵּ לְ בַ מְּ ה שֶּׁ מַ
A Test on the Way to Holiness

THE  TEACHING

Sometimes a person draws close to great holiness (ה בוֹהָ ה גְ שָּׁ דֻ ת) for example to a true tzaddik ,(קְ מֶ אֱ יק הָ דִּ ,(צַ

and just then he suffers a night-time impurity (הוֹר י טָ תִּ לְ ה בִּ רֶ קְ .Heaven forbid, and it confuses him ,(מִ

Rebbe Nachman recalls a principle explained elsewhere (LM I:72): the more a person enters holiness, the

stronger the evil inclination (ע רָ ר הָ צֶ .becomes against him, each time a new and greater one (יֵ

MAIN  POINTS

טוּת“ זֶּה שְׁ בּוּל הַ לְ בִּ ת הַ מֶ אֱ in truth this confusion is foolish.” If it came from his own improper thoughts“ ,”וּבֶ

הוּר) רְ ה“ he has only himself to blame. If not, it is surely no bad sign; the Sages even call it ,(הִ חוֹלֶ ה לְ פֶ ן יָ ימָ ,”סִ

a good sign for one who is ill.

On the contrary: because he came so close to holiness, he is judged strictly.

ה“ לָ עְ מַ לְּ ין מִ דִּ יו הַ לָ ין עָ יקִ דִּ צְ ה, מַ טָּ מַ לְּ מוֹ מִ צְ ת עַ יק אֶ דִּ צְ מַּ ל הַ whoever holds himself to a high standard below ,”כָ

is judged strictly above, as it says “ ךָ תֶ רָ בְ ךָ עֶ אָתְ רְ יִ ”וּכְ ”.according to Your fear is Your wrath“ ,(תהלים צ:יא)

Accusations and judgments (ים ינִ דִ ים וְ רוּגִ טְ are stirred against him, and from the chain of judgments the evil (קִ

inclination comes.

So the Sages counted it a great miracle (דוֹל ס גָּ ים“ that (נֵ פּוּרִ כִּ יוֹם הַ דוֹל בְּ ן גָּ כֹהֵ י לְ רִ ע קֶ רַ ”לֹא אֵ the ,(אבות ה:ה)

Kohen Gadol entering the innermost holiness stayed pure. Should a person complain that he did not receive

the Kohen Gadol's miracle?

And sometimes it is actually good. A hidden impurity (מוּנָה אָה טְ מְ ;cannot be repaired while it stays hidden (טֻ

when it comes out as he draws near to holiness, it can be repaired.

So Avraham fathered Yishmael before Yitzchak, and Yitzchak fathered Esav before Yaakov: the impurity (א מָ (זֻהֲ

had to come out first.

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

A test on the way to holiness is not a sign of failure; it can be a sign of how high one is reaching. Don't let

it confuse you. Keep going.
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