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Little Faith and Hard Devotions

THE TEACHING

A short teaching on why hard devotions are sometimes needed. One can serve Hashem with everything, for

“1°071772 0y RO102 R2 RIT™IN2"WITRI 1R (2771 7maw), “the Holy One does not come with impossible

demands on His creatures.”

So why are fasts (N°I¥17) and hard devotions (NP N1712Y) needed? Because people are of little faith, 230p

.

MAIN POINTS

¢ Chazal said: “72y° '?}_I'I 777 2INDIT RNPIYR 1598 AW NYW2”, “in a time of persecution, even over a shoe
strap, be killed rather than transgress.”

¢ Truly one need not die over such a thing, but the enemy is set on tearing away the faith itself and bringing him
to heresy (N17°93), so he must give his life (¥21 N17°07) even over a small thing.

¢ Idolatry and heresy have no spirit (117) at all: “Qi12 737 @ 1°K AX”. Complete faith (Tl?gL)W 1331R) is a long,
patient spirit, 1117 7°IRM. Little faith is in the middle: a short spirit, not full faith, yet not denying altogether.

o So the verse says “NYUR 172¥M1 M™IZPR” (0:1 nmw), “from shortness of spirit and from hard labour.” As
persecution, a total breach of faith, calls for giving one's life even over a small thing, so a smallness and blemish

in faith calls for hard devotions.

* There are many levels of little faith; even tzaddikim (0°2°7%) can be of little faith, as Chazal expound
“niswp 0% 13 9 997 (1 7).

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Hard devotions make up for weakness in faith. The more we strengthen our trust in Hashem, the more

simply we can serve Him with everything.

https://breslovai.com/tinyana/086/

These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before

relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.
Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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