
LIKUTEI  MOHARAN  I I :86  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA ) ה פ״ו נָא · תּוֹרָ יָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

ן ל־כֵּ ה, עַ נָ מָ נֵּי אֲ טַ קְּ ם מִ ם הֵ עוֹלָ הָ י שֶׁ דֵ ל־יְ עַ ע, שֶׁ דַּ
Little Faith and Hard Devotions

THE  TEACHING

A short teaching on why hard devotions are sometimes needed. One can serve Hashem with everything, for

יו“ יּוֹתָ רִ ם בְּ יָא עִ רוּנְ טְ א בִּ ־הוּא בָּ רוּךְ דוֹשׁ־בָּ קָּ ין הַ ”אֵ the Holy One does not come with impossible“ ,(עבודה זרה ג.)

demands on His creatures.”

So why are fasts (ית נִ עֲ שׁוֹת) and hard devotions (תַּ בוֹדוֹת קָ נֵּי ,needed? Because people are of little faith (עֲ טַ קְ

נָה מָ .אֲ

MAIN  POINTS

Chazal said: “בֹר אַל יַעֲ ג וְ רֵ אנֵי יֵהָ סָ מְ א דִּ תָ קְ רְ לּוּ אַעַ פִ ד אֲ מָ ת שְׁ עַ שְׁ in a time of persecution, even over a shoe“ ,”בִּ

strap, be killed rather than transgress.”

Truly one need not die over such a thing, but the enemy is set on tearing away the faith itself and bringing him

to heresy (ירוֹת פִ שׁ) so he must give his life ,(כְּ פֶ ירוּת נֶ סִ .even over a small thing (מְ

Idolatry and heresy have no spirit ( ם“ :at all (רוּחַ הֶ שׁ רוּחַ בָּ ין יֵ ה) Complete faith .”אַף אֵ מָ לֵ מוּנָה שְׁ ,is a long (אֱ

patient spirit, ֹיךְ רוּחו רִ אֲ .Little faith is in the middle: a short spirit, not full faith, yet not denying altogether .מַ

So the verse says “ה שָׁ ה קָ בֹדָ עֲ ר־רוּחַ וּמֵ קֹּצֶ ”מִ from shortness of spirit and from hard labour.” As“ ,(שמות ו:ט)

persecution, a total breach of faith, calls for giving one's life even over a small thing, so a smallness and blemish

in faith calls for hard devotions.

There are many levels of little faith; even tzaddikim (ים יקִ דִּ can be of little faith, as Chazal expound (צַ

נּוֹת“ טַ יוֹם קְ ז לְ י בַ י מִ ”כִּ .(זכריה ד:י)

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

Hard devotions make up for weakness in faith. The more we strengthen our trust in Hashem, the more

simply we can serve Him with everything.
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ים יעוּרִ שִּׁ לַ


