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The Tzaddik's Times of Simplicity

THE TEACHING
Sometimes the true tzaddik (2R P°T¥7) is a completely simple man (V11 VWL WX): he reveals no Torah and
talks of everyday things. Torah is life, “7°1% 9IR] 9°217 R °3” (55 01127), “it is your life and the length of your days”,

yet no one can cling to it every moment. So what gives life in those hours?

In his simple hours the tzaddik draws life from the hidden Torah clothed in the world, the kindness that held the
world up before the Torah was given, and through him all simple people receive life. So no one may ever despair
(WiN’)

MAIN POINTS

* Even the greatest scholar or man of perception (%11 5Y32) must stop each day, for business or the body's needs, and
then he is a simple man. The Zohar says “Q>°177 772 W1193”, leaving Torah is like leaving life, and Chazal say
“AMR A MR PY API92”. Who would leave life even for a moment?

e All the simple people, the scholar on his break, the plain upright Jew, even the nations, need a great simple man over

them, through whom they receive life from the Torah.

e For twenty-six generations before Sinai the world stood on kindness alone: “3701 09¥% 93” (x:12p orn), and
“Tﬁj!’l'_? TRY L TIR™IT ﬂ?ﬁ'f;}”. This is the treasury of free gifts (D37 N2 I¥IR), not for the wicked, but for the
tzaddik in his simple hour.

* Even then the Torah was there, hidden: the Ten Commandments (119277 NI¥Y) lay hidden in the Ten Utterances
(NI77RM TIY) of creation, in all the world's speech and work, even chopping wood.

e Thatis the power of the Land of Israel: “032 N213 012 NNP 910¥2 7377 ¥ 19” qacp 0orn). So PAR™ITT is the
road to the Land (bN"ITW"'(’WN)

* So Moshe pleaded for a free gift: “9nRD X0 nya’n 5N 130NKY” (12:1 0127), with the power of that time before the
Torah, when it was hidden; X717 speaks of what s hidden.

* Never despair, even from the lowest place: “>N¥IY ")‘IN[P' 10307 (:2 mw). “5‘?3 D?W; WIR® DWW 1°R”, there is no
despair in the world at all. No cleverness is needed: “D@7¥2 09190 7327 (1 20x); “NIN*AN2 72377 WK, And pray
very much to draw close to the true tzaddik.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

The ordinary hours of life, at work, at home, in plain conversation, are not empty. Hold on to simple faith and a

little fear of Heaven, and never despair.

In the full shiur: 1. Torah Is Life, Yet Everyone Must Pause - 2. The Great Simple Man and the Treasury of Free Gifts - 3. The Hidden
Torah and the Way to the Land - 4. Moshe's Plea, and No Despair at All - 5. Simple Faith and the True Tzaddik
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These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before

relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.
Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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