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The Gaze of the True Tzaddik

THE TEACHING
“NART PPT80 0y NYY IR ﬂ\Nﬁ'?W ,97” is very good, even without hearing Torah. The look of the true tzaddik
(7°7%), the all-embracing mind of the generation, kindles a person’s mind and brings him greatness (I'l'?'[l), and true

greatness is lowliness (N1?9).
The Torah such a leader draws brings shame (7112), even before a mitzvah. Shame brings teshuvah (721% ), which

is life, and revives the lowliness of Moshe hidden in every limb.

MAIN POINTS

o “INNINMIY K¥IM ANX DY ,XAT-TN2WITRI DY ANPTH XYM ONY DIPR 927, Lowliness has no limit, like Shabbos,
“0"Ixn "l?:l ﬂ?f_‘!;”, so italone can hold eternal life, and it will rise at the revival: “12¥ 3% 11371 12°R7” (0710 oyw).

* Greatness follows the shining of the mind (7°17%2): “Q°Vi172 710K j?@” (1 rwn ), “IPIN Y727, There is one
general mind ("?'?D 1), the true tzaddik, and many individual minds lying in smallness; when he looks at a person,
his mind lights up, for eyes stand for wisdom.

* So Moshe: “D¥i 1?;73 man AARY” xo:m maw), “and you shall see from all the people.” His look itself gave each his
place, a captain of a thousand or of a hundred, and each knew how much new Torah to bring, “In1> X?1 ning x%”.

* Suchalook needs great holiness and separation (N1%°72), for desire blemishes the eyes. Moshe was separated by
Hashem's word, “>TRY T0¥ 718 7ARY” (12:1 0127), so he could see. Without such a leader, whoever wants a tite takes it.

® The leader’s Torah brings shame, even for a mitzvah: “1¥7 mtzzy} 1573[1 T7:_)’1,'_1;3 OJ;D'? 1718 1°¥° °R17, how dare he
enter the King's palace? So at Sinai: “IRUIN *N?2% 02718 5Y INKT? 1°7A MY (70 miw), and Chazal say
“IMYI27 M7, this is shame.

* Moshe's lowliness lies hidden in every limb of every Jew, as if asleep; teshuvah revives it.
“PRMNn2 OYR °2°71 M2 ,0°7% M8 IR2” (ko 127m2): IR is explaining Torah, 11721 is shame, the nobles are
teshuvah, and PP, Moshe, equals 2438, his lowliness in every limb.

e OnnR P73 7?3}{ AW 112°0 AN”: one leaves him with shame and lowliness. True lowliness is not being a lazy
shlimazel; itis life and the delight of the World to Come, and we must ask Hashem for it.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Notice what a shiur leaves in you: real Torah makes us humbler and more alive. Before your next mitzvah, pause
for a moment: you are entering the King's palace. And ask Hashem for true humility, which is life and joy, not

gloom.

In the full shiur: 1. Just Being Seen by the Tzaddik - 2. Sparks of the Mind - 3. And You Shall See - 4. The Spirit of Elokim and the
Holy Leader - 5. Shame Before the King - 6. The Lowliness of Moshe Within Us - 7. The Well That Princes Dug - 8. Yisro, and True
Lowliness
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relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.

Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.



