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Bereishis: Before the Eyes of All Israel

THE  TEACHING

The Torah's end joined to its start: “ל אֵ רָ שְׂ ל יִ י כָּ ינֵ עֵ ית – לְ אשִׁ רֵ Weeping over the exile dims the light of the eyes .”בְּ

ם) יִ ינַ אוֹר עֵ י אוֹר) and when the luminaries of light ,(מְ אוֹרֵ שׁ) withdraw, the luminaries of fire (מְ י אֵ אוֹרֵ grow (מְ

strong: the burning of the ׁש דָּ קְ מִּ ית הַ .בֵּ

When the true tzaddik (יק דִּ the beauty of the world, is revealed, Hashem's Name grows great and the eyes of all ,(צַ

Israel open. He is ית אשִׁ רֵ ת“ ,בְּ יִ צוֹת) the head of the house. So rise at midnight ,”רֹאשׁ בַּ to mourn for the (חֲ

Mikdash.

MAIN  PO INTS

ם“ שֶׁ גָּ ר הַ ים אַחַ בִ עָ בוּ הֶ שָׁ ”וְ the clouds return after the rain”: the light of the eyes, which fades after“ ,(קהלת יב:ב)

weeping. ב רָ עֲ “ the west where light sets, is the first letters of ,מַ יהָ נֶ ל בָּ ה עַ כָּ בַ ל מְ חֵ ”רָ Rochel weeps for“ ,(ירמיה לא:טו)

her children”; at the י בִ רָ עֲ ל מַ :the Shechinah weeps. Light withdrew and fire took over כֹּתֶ

י“ מֹתַ צְ עַ שׁ בְּ ח אֵ לַ רוֹם שָׁ מָּ ”מִ .(איכה א:יג)

The tzaddik is like Yosef, “ה אֶ רְ ה מַ יפֵ ה־תֹאַר וִ פֵ ”יְ Whoever draws near him has his eyes opened: first to .(בראשית לט:ו)

see himself, how he holds in each trait (ה דָּ .then the greatness of Hashem ,(מִ

Hashem's Name is joined with ours (ּנו מֵ שְׁ ף בִּ תָּ שֻׁ so as the tzaddik's name grows, His Name grows. From the ,(מְ

Name come the three colors of the eye and the pupil: “ל אֵ לְ צַ ם בְּ שֵׁ א ה׳ בְּ רָ י קָ אוּ כִּ ”רְ see, Hashem has“ ,(שמות לה:ל)

called Betzalel by name.”

ת בָּ ת is שַׁ ין בַּ ת“ :the three colors and the pupil ,שִׁ בָּ שַּׁ ת הַ ם אֶ כֶ ן לָ י ה׳ נָתַ אוּ כִּ ”רְ So Shabbos and the .(שמות טז:כט)

Mikdash go together: “ּאו ירָ י תִּ שִׁ דָּ קְ מֹרוּ וּמִ שְׁ י תִּ תֹתַ בְּ ת שַׁ ”אֶ .(ויקרא יט:ל)

When a false leader with no Name of Hashem becomes famous, light is subdued and fire comes into the world:

“ יהָ סוֹדֹתֶ ל יְ תֹּאכַ יּוֹן וַ צִ שׁ בְּ ת אֵ צֶּ יַּ ”וַ .(איכה ד:יא)

Rise at midnight and mourn. Hashem promised “ר פֶ ת אֵ חַ ר תַּ אֵ יּוֹן... פְּ י צִ לֵ בֵ אֲ שׂוּם לַ ”לָ splendor instead“ ,(ישעיה סא:ג)

of ashes.” ל אַבֵּ תְ ם“ hints מִ יכֶ בֹתֵ כֹל מֹשְׁ שׁ בְּ רוּ אֵ עֲ בַ ”לֹא תְ mourning holds back the fire, and Shabbos :(שמות לה:ג)

guards Israel's homes.

Bereishis is also a eulogy (ד פֵּ סְ :for the tzaddik, Noach: he loses nothing, but the orphaned generation is pitied (הֶ

“ דֹת נֹחַ ה תּוֹלְ לֶּ ל חוּצוֹת“ :When the head is hidden there is no house .”אֵ רֹאשׁ כָּ שׁ בְּ י קֹדֶ נֵ נָה אַבְ כְ פֵּ תַּ שְׁ ”תִּ .(איכה ד:א)

A  PRACT ICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECT ION

A tear for Zion is not wasted; it holds back the fire. Rise a little at night, and keep Shabbos with care, because

it guards the home. And draw close to the light that opens the eyes.

In the full shiur: 1. Clouds Over the Eyes · 2. The Beauty of the World Revealed · 3. The Name, the Eye and Shabbos · 4. The Head

of the House, and the Fire in Zion · 5. Splendor Instead of Ashes · 6. These Are the Offspring of Noach · 7. The Beauty of the Esrog,

and Rochel's Tears
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These shiurim were created with the help of AI and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before

relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.

Quotations are in Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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