
LIKUTEI  MOHARAN  I I :59  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA ) ה נ״ט נָא · תּוֹרָ יָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

ד“ סָ פְ נִ יז וְ ר, זָרִ כָּ שְׂ נִ יז וְ שׁ זָרִ ”יֵ
)פסחים נ:(

Quick and Gaining, Quick and Losing

THE  TEACHING

There is one who is quick and gains, and one who is quick and loses. For “ה וָ צְ ת מִ רֶ ה גּוֹרֶ וָ צְ ”מִ a“ ,(אבות ד:ב)

mitzvah draws a mitzvah.” So there is something between one mitzvah (ה וָ צְ and the next that binds them and (מִ

pulls one after the other, and that in-between is itself very precious (אֹד ה מְ רָ קָ .(יְ

One who walks the straight path from his youth (יו עוּרָ נְּ loses by rushing, for he skips the holiness between (מִ

the mitzvos. But one who must do teshuvah (ה שׁוּבָ .has to be very, very quick; he is quick and gains (תְּ

MAIN  POINTS

A tzaddik from his youth goes from level to level (א גָּ רְ דַ א לְ גָּ רְ דַּ :like Avraham ,(מִ

ים“ יָּמִ א בַּ ן בָּ קֵ ם זָ הָ רָ אַבְ ”וְ Avraham was old, come into his days”; he reached his level through the“ ,(בראשית כד:א)

days, as the Zohar brings.

At three years old “ֹאו ת בּוֹרְ יר אֶ כִּ .he recognized his Creator, and went on always from level to level ,”הִ

Such a person loses through quickness (יזוּת רִ the next mitzvah comes to him anyway, drawn by the first, and :(זְ

his rushing skips the holiness in between. Pausing a little, he gains it too.

The baal teshuvah (ה שׁוּבָ ל תְּ עַ must run for his life, with no pausing at all. He does not go step by step; he (בַּ

must start anew, skip what needs skipping, “דוֹל יזוּת גָּ רִ זְ ה בִּ שָּׁ דֻ קְּ ל הַ פֹּץ אֶ קְ לִ and leap into holiness with“ ,”וְ

great quickness.”

What lies between the mitzvos? For example: “אמֹר ה לֵּ ל מֹשֶׁ ר ה׳ אֶ בֵּ דַ יְ ,and Hashem spoke to Moshe“ ,”וַ

saying.” The mitzvah itself comes after, from “ יתָ שִׂ עָ ה) but these words before it also hold service ,”וְ בוֹדָ .(עֲ

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

If you are climbing steadily, don't rush past the holy pauses between mitzvos. And if you are coming

back, don't wait for anything: run.
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