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All Distance Is Really Closeness

THE TEACHING

What should a person do when he tries to come close to Hashem and feels only pushed away? Rebbe Nachman says
this is simply the way: one who begins to serve Hashem (%171 N712Y) is shown distance (MPA7N17), as if Heaven will
not let him in. But in truth “N292N07 17?? 7 RIT Mpnanng 5?”, all that distance is really closeness.

So he must strengthen himself greatly (NI210017), be stubborn in holiness, never give up his place, and know that

every small step away from the physical is precious above. And be joyful always.

MAIN POINTS

* Days and years go by. He works hard, cries out and pleads, and still feels far, full of coarseness and confusing thoughts
(D”?’lﬂ?_ﬂﬁ N3°2Y). It seems Hashem does notlook at him atall. Do notlook at any of that. All the tzaddikim went
through it, we heard it from their own mouths; had they not strengthened themselves, they would have stayed where
they started.

* Even if you feel very far, every small movement away from the physical toward Hashem is great and precious; even a
tiny step runs thousands of miles in the upper worlds. So be glad, for sadness (N128Y) does great harm:
“RIANR™RIVO R°i7 NIARY” (3 1m), “sadness is the other side.”

* Be very stubborn (T¥P¥) in serving Hashem: do not give up your place, the little you have begun, whatever happens.

Sometimes a person stands right at the doorway of holiness, and just then the opposing side attacks with great force.
Thatis the moment to hold on.

* Every small step you take is gathered and joined together, and comes to help you in a time of need. Hashem is full of

compassion (2°217 X?7) and very much wants your service.
* A person must cross “TR2 TR 78 1", a very narrow bridge, and the main thing is not to be afraid atall.

® There is a tree whose leaves take a hundred years to grow; whatever passes over it, passes, and at the end it bursts open
with a great noise, like a cannon. Understand the lesson well.

* Go with the teaching “*71¥2 "PIRY MBI search for some merit, some good point (7230 1721) in yourself, and be
glad with it. Remember what the Baal Shem Tov did at sea. Never despair, and be joyful always, even through a litde
silliness (RNILYT 5n) or dancing.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Feeling far is not a sign that Hashem has pushed you away: It is part of the road. Hold your place, take one small
step, and stay joytul.

In the full shiur: 1. When Heaven Seems to Push You Away - 2. The Narrow Bridge
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These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before E
relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation. - |'||'—

Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources. . :
Scan for the videos

MY 22005 0299 NPMORPA 12 N 1181 DY oy



