
LIKUTEI  MOHARAN  I I :33  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA ) ה ל״ג נָא · תּוֹרָ יָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

כוּ'“ ה וְ טּוֹבָ ל הַ ל כָּ רוֹ עַ תְ דְּ יִ חַ יִּ ”וַ
)שמות יח:ט(

And Yisro Rejoiced

THE  TEACHING

When Yisro heard all that Hashem had done for Israel, the Torah says he rejoiced, and the Sages (Sanhedrin 94)

add a strange detail: “ין דּוּדִ ין חִ דּוּדִ רוֹ חִ שָׂ ה בְּ שָׂ נַּעֲ ”.his flesh became prickles, prickles“ ,”שֶׁ

The Rebbe explains: every joy (ה חָ מְ .lasts only for its time. Looking at the end, there seems to be no joy at all (שִׂ

But looking at the end of the end (ל סוֹף ית) the final purpose ,(סוֹף כָּ לִ כְ there is great joy, because the final ,(תַּ

purpose is very good.

MAIN  POINTS

A wedding or a bris is a joy only in its moment; if one looks at the end, “ם a person's end, there is no ,”סוֹף אָדָ

joy in the world.

But the end of every end, the purpose, is “אֹד ה) very good. That is from the soul's side ,”טוֹב מְ מָ שָׁ נְּ ד הַ צַּ for :(מִ

the soul even death is very good, as the Sages read “אֹד נֵּה טוֹב מְ הִ at the creation, for through it one comes to ”וְ

the ultimate good.

A tzaddik whose body (גּוּף) too is pure and holy can rejoice even with his body, looking at the end:

י“ ר לִ שָׂ ה בָ שֶׂ ה יַּעֲ י מַ תִּ חְ טַ ים בָּ אלֹקִ ”בֵּ ”?in Elokim I trust; what can flesh do to me“ ,(תהלים נו:ה)

And “ח טַ בֶ כֹּן לָ שְׁ י יִ רִ שָׂ ”אַף בְּ even my flesh shall rest secure”: the tzaddik is sure that the body too“ ,(תהלים טז:ט)

will have it very good.

But one whose body is not so holy, especially a convert (גֵּר), whose soul is very high but whose body came

from an impure drop, cannot rejoice with his body when he looks at the purpose.

So “ה טּוֹבָ ל הַ ל כָּ רוֹ עַ תְ דְּ יִ חַ יִּ ”וַ Yisro rejoiced over all the good, even looking beyond the good, to :(שמות יח:ט)

the end, and his soul was full of joy. But his flesh, א קָ יְ רוֹ דַּ שָׂ prickled: as a convert, his body could not share ,בְּ

it.

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

Every joy here passes. Let it point you to the purpose beyond it, which is very good, and slowly let your

whole self, body too, come along.
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