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What May Be Written, and What May Not

THE TEACHING

Torah teachings (N1717) differ. Some were not given even to be expounded; some were given to be taught

aloud but not to be written; and some were given to be written.

One who can tell which teachings may be written and which may not can recognise a Jew among the nations,
even one Jew standing among many. For the heart of the difference between Israel and the nations is the Oral
Torah (79 2¥3W 7173N), and every Jew carries a share of it.

MAIN POINTS
o As Chazal said: “2022 DI0R? XY 10K X 719 PYW 01277 (:0 o), “words said by mouth, you may not

set down in writing.”

things of My Torah; they are counted as strange.”

* When more is written than is fitting, what was not given to be written, then “12%3 91 13”: the Jew can no

longer be recognised and seems like a stranger (71), and a stranger may be mistaken for a Jew.

¢ The Oral Torah was given because it was foreseen that in exile the nations would copy the Written Torah

(2N22¥ 1171N) for themselves; what is by mouth they cannot copy.

¢ So the main advantage of Israel is the Oral Torah, what was not given to be written. Every Jew has a share in it,

and one who can tell the written from the unwritten can tell Israel from the nations.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Not everything holy can be put on a page. Some light lives in a living voice, in a teacher, a niggun, a

family's ways, and every one of us carries some of it.
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relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.

Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources. . :
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