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Simplicity Is the Goal

THE TEACHING
The main goal (N?31) is to serve Hashem with complete simplicity (N172°1), without any clever wisdoms.

Philosophers (2*7?117) say the goal is to know each thing as it is; but for us the goal is reached through faith
(71397X) and practical mitzvos (N1*W¥M NI1ZN), serving Hashem by the Torah, plainly.

Each outside wisdom holds a stumbling stone, Amalek. Only a very great tzaddik (?°7%) may enter there, and
he rises again through faith. Faith is prayer (H?Dﬂ), which changes nature, and prayer joined with Hashem's

oneness is the true goal.

MAIN POINTS

¢ Fear must come before wisdom: “’i7 NX7? 20 NOWRTY” (:x°p 0vrin), “the beginning of wisdom is fear of

Hashem.”

e If the goal were philosophy, only a tiny few could reach it. What of simple people, the majority of the world?
So Shlomo HaMelech ends Koheles: “QTR7 23 111 °3 ,790% 1°Ni%n NXI X7 OPPRT NR” (20 nomp), “fear

Elokim and keep His mitzvos, for this is all of man”: this every person can do.

¢ So studying books of philosophy is a grave prohibition. Amalek was a philosopher who denied the root:
“BoRPR K72 KDY (17279 011a7), “and he did not fear Elokim.”

“Op1 P78 5in° YaW” (10:15 Hwn), “seven times the tzaddik falls and rises”, whose last letters spell pbrgy

o The great tzaddik stands firm through faith: “I1°11% AN112R2 P>T8Y” (7:2 p1pan), and

¢ Moshe weakened Amalek because “ITI1K 1777 %1717 (21 nmw), “his hands were faith”: the practical mitzvos, as
“IIMYR 7PN 937 (0:0°p ovonn), “all Your mitzvos are faith.”

¢ The goal is that prayer be included in His oneness: “TI’PBN R qn‘gnn R371” (x2:> 01127), “He is your praise,
and He is your Elokim.”

* The deniers read even the plain mitzvos as mere ideas, as Amalek was “ﬂ?}]?; ’D’?D Zall! nivon 9nin”, cutting

off the milah and throwing it upward. Fortunate is one who knows nothing of them.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

You don 't need to be a genius to reach the goal. Fear of Heaven, a mitzvah done plainly, and a heartfelt

prayer: these are the way, and they are open to everyone.

In the full shiur: 1. Simplicity Is the Goal - 2. Amalek, Faith and Prayer
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