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Those Who Boast Falsely

THE TEACHING
Some boast falsely of great wonders (ﬂﬁN?:DJ] .mbﬁ'f%), as if nothing is beyond them, and some even lead the
generation. Their power comes only from the great tzaddikim (2°°7X), true tzaddikim with a holy mouth (12

37?) who really do speak of great things, and whose holy speech carries two meanings, so the liars can twist it.

From simple tzaddikim, who serve Hashem plainly with Torah, prayer and good deeds, they draw no strength.

And in truth the liars are even good for the true tzaddik.

MAIN POINTS

* The imitators copy the great tzaddikim's very words, “7123”, “like 2 monkey.” So with the prophets: Yirmiyahu
prophesied “Q2°y NWR NY 12 13777 (7.0 1), “T will break the bow of Eilam”, and the false prophet
Chananya ben Azur used the same words, turned upside down.

* The simple tzaddikim (2°0IW2 0°P°78) don't speak of great things; they serve with simple, whole service, so the
liars have no hold on them.

* The true tzaddik receives his holy speech from those who give charity (7R7%): “’1T R 187 °2 N272” (mp:wp oonn).
Charity is water: “Q°2 DAX 7187 °2217” (n:17p ©2nn), it turns a heart of stone (12X :!‘?) into a soft heart.

* The tzaddik is “i? 9777 199 79927 (3% 0127, and “D23W °B PYI1 7932”, “a firstborn takes a double portion™: his
holy words carry two meanings, and that is the liars" hold.

*  Charity makes P2%: unity, blessing and holiness (711, 1272, M&7P), all said of water. When wicked people give it,
that flow is spoiled and harms the tzaddik's speech. So it is good that they turn to the liars and give to them; the
true tzaddik is spared.

* This is Rabbi Zeira's question: “fi12113 K°IX "IN AN2113 0N N??;;} RRYY °R1” (1 naw), “why is the camel's
tail short and the ox's long?” The camel is the simple tzaddik, “I7K "?S] 1?79.}3” (2:x9p ohnn), “like a weaned child”;
the tail, the false prophet, is short there. The ox is the great tzaddik, the firstborn ox.

* The camel “*%3p "???5’[”, eats thorns: the simple tzaddikim's constant Torah and prayer consume the thorns. The
ox “7P2R3 77777, lives in the marshes, the waters of charity, and must swat the gnats (°?3), the spoiled 73 of the

wicked's charity: its long tail, the liar, draws that charity away.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

A simple, honest service of Hashem is the safest path. There is nothing in it for falsehood to hold on to.

In the full shiur: 1. Where False Leaders Get Their Power - 2. The Camel and the Ox
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These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before

relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.
Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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