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Music from a Pure Source

THE TEACHING
A Torah about music (i13°2): where a melody comes from and whatit does to the listener. Music from a wicked

musician makes it hard to serve Hashem; music from an upright one helps. A melody is drawn from birds: the two pure
birds close to the source of prophecy, or the birds of the husk (79%97).

The remedy, so that one can hear music from anyone, is learning the Oral Torah, Gemara (X773), at night. It repairs the

voice and draws a thread of kindness (7017 '7\'47 0IM) that shields even learning not for its own sake.

MAIN POINTS

* The metzora (¥7%7), struck for his chatter, his evil speech (¥ 13%/%7), is purified with two pure, living birds. An upright
singer draws his melody from those birds, which draw from the place of the prophets, so he is called a chazzan (1117), from
1T, vision.

e A wicked singer draws from the birds of the husk, and their song is a snare: “l22 ﬂm:l?_{tl D°92%2” (20 nvnp), “like birds
caughtin a trap”, so are people caught.

¢ The Oral Torah is night: “°12°031 0°2WNN2” (715 1717m10), “He set me in dark places”, is the Babylonian Talmud. Learning
Shas (0 "¥) repairs the six rings of the windpipe, where the voice comes from: “n'l'???;l 17 9MIP” (02 1K), “arise, sing out in
the night.”

e Holy music builds holy N1, kingship, so David, who knew how to play, “133 ¥73°1”, was fit to be king:

“IR°21 m‘?S] RN (xy:ny 0°onn). He could even lift a melody from someone unfit, from behind holiness, and raise it up.

* The tale: the frog (¥779%) is a YT 712X, a bird of knowledge, the voice, “13732 RIP” (x:n1 17yw). Its sixty houses are the sixty
tractates. The serpent that swallows it is learning to be called Rabbi; the raven (371¥) is learning at night, N°27¥; and the tree is
Avraham's kindness, “5?27}{ YW1 (39:x3 nwxn32).

e “I2n q'? mpy , 27 q‘; 1Y (:x max): repair your kingship through the windpipe, 1172. But once your words have power,
judge everyone favourably, for Hashem made the world “f7%° NDW? ,R72 ﬂﬂh? K9” (m:m 1), “not for emptiness, but

to be lived in.”

¢ In exile, holy kingship is in exile too, and chazzanim cannot draw music from its root. In the future, when Hashem is King
over all the earth, 221 171 D*PR YR 92 971 *9” (n:m ovn), they will sing with understanding,

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Choose carefully whose music you listen to. Learn a little Gemara at night. And judge people favourably, so that

your song builds and never destroys.

In the full shiur: 1. The Birds, the Prophets, and the Remedy at Night - 2. A Thread of Kindness, King David, and Rabbah's Frog- 3. Judging
Favourably, and Lifting Every Melody

https://breslovai.com/kama/003/

These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before

relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.
Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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