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The Tzaddik's Simple Stories

THE TEACHING
Binding oneself in truth to true tzaddikim (>R nn?’*{g? MAWRNM) is a very great benefit: through it one comes
to complete teshuvah (i'l?;'?W 123%R), sins are atoned, judgments (0°1°7) are sweetened, and the Holy One and His

Shechinah are united.

There are two kinds of wisdom: upper wisdom (H?S?S] 17221), the Torah, and lower wisdom (7XAA 717237), all the
wisdom in the world, which draws from it like a student from his teacher. The true tzaddik joins them again through

his ordinary talk and stories with simple people.

MAIN POINTS

e The teacher's wisdom is the letter % what the student takes in is the letter ?, the tower floating in the air, the heart that
rises to hear. The student must give his heart: “I’X 3771 maon .mJI?'?” (1:1 *9wn), “to buy wisdom, when he has no
heart?” Together 5 and” spell "5 “to Me.”

* When the world's wisdom breaks away from Hashem and the Torah, the moon is diminished and the Shechinah is in
exile: “AIPR 79997 12717 (n2w Hwn), he separates the Master of the world. Each person must tie his mind, from where
he is, to Hashem.

* The tzaddik's ordinary talk (T"?f:l NPY) is very precious: “TIN? 1°3°7% 0ON01°07N PW 1NT°W”. He speaks even
with the wicked about wars and worldly affairs, clothing the great light of the Torah in other combinations (2°2317%),
and ties their minds to Hashem: “3°07271 R@” TI'?J"]Y? 130 DM (3% oa7).

* Torah taught openly could push someone far away further: “02 1'7'(27;’ D°yYn) 02 -'ID'?Z QP78 (v ywn). So for King
Ptolemy the seventy-two elders wrote “N°¥R72 X712 D’Pﬁ?{f”.

* So when a tzaddik passes away there is great pain above. When Moshe died the Holy One cried out
“DoyIn oy 5 D22 "1 °1”, “who will rise up for Me against evildoers?” 55,5 and °: who will lift lower wisdom out of
all the bad and join it to upper wisdom?

* Through the tzaddik the diminished moon becomes full: “1°7°71 1°2IX ’T«‘; 1772 X702 1720072 737 (wan ), “when
they join as one, all faces shine.”

* So the verse: 71271 is joining; D’P’?N is lower wisdom and NX upper wisdom; joined through “NRY ﬂbNEl 0°72777,
as 1KY means clothing: the tzaddik clothes words of Torah in simple stories.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

No one is too far for the Torah to reach. A true tzaddik finds words a person already knows and hides light inside

them; when we hear his simple talk, it is worth listening closely.

In the full shiur: 1. Upper Wisdom and Lower Wisdom - 2. The Tzaddik's Ordinary Talk - 3. Who Will Rise Up for Me
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relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation. E . =4 d

Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources. . :
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