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The Shepherd's Melody

THE TEACHING

When Yaakov Avinu sent his sons, the ten tribes (2°02%), to Yosef, he sent with them a melody (7131) of the
Land of Israel. This is the secret of“D?’z?;;J YART DA NP (000n nrwnna), “take of the zimras of the land in
your vessels”, and Rashi explains N772172 as the language of song (7721).

Every shepherd (7¥17) has his own melody, according to the grasses and the place where he grazes, because each
animal needs its own grass. And every grass has a song (717°%) it says, as in Perek Shirah; from the song of the
grasses the shepherd's melody is made.

MAIN POINTS
¢ So the Torah puts Yaval, the first herdsman, beside his brother Yuval, “23131 9113 #2n 5; 2AR” (x2:7 NwRD2),

“the father of all who play the harp and flute”: as soon as there were shepherds, there were instruments. And
David HaMelech, who knew how to play, was a shepherd.

o “NUYNY NPT PIRT N30 (070 1y, “from the corner of the earth we heard songs”; and
“YOAT I DY LYIND AR D°IRIT” (221 0w w). Through the melody he knows, the shepherd gives

strength to the grasses, and the flock has pasture.

¢ The melody also guards the shepherd. Always among animals, he could be drawn down from a human spirit
to an animal spirit (N1°RA737 737), grazing only himself.

e Melody refines the spirit, sifting “'n'li?&]@? X1 n?yg QTR 32 1177 (x2:0n%71p), “the spirit of man that goes
upward”, from the spirit of the animal that goes down.

* A king (777) holds the whole melody; each minister (%) only his part. So Daniel told Nevuchadnetzar:
M2 KPP 13tM1” (17 2x017), “and food for all is in it”, for sustenance (1317) comes through the melody.

* Hearing from his sons how this ruler behaved, Yaakov sent him the melody fitting such a ruler. The balm,
honey, spices, pistachios and almonds were the weights and measures of that melody, for the melody grows

from the land.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Cereation is singing all around you. When you feel pulled down, sing, and let the melody lift your spirit.
And know that your song can strengthen those who depend on you.

In the full shiur: 1. The Shepherd's Melody - 2. The Guarded Spirit, and the King's Whole Melody
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