
LIKUTEI  MOHARAN  I I :63  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA ) ה ס״ג נָא · תּוֹרָ יָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

נָיו ת בָּ ח אֶ לַ שָּׁ שֶׁ ינוּ, כְּ קֹב אָבִ י יַעֲ ע, כִּ דַּ
The Shepherd's Melody

THE  TEACHING

When Yaakov Avinu sent his sons, the ten tribes (ים טִ בָ גּוּן) to Yosef, he sent with them a melody ,(שְׁ of the (נִ

Land of Israel. This is the secret of “ם יכֶ לֵ כְ ץ בִּ אָרֶ ת הָ רַ מְ זִּ חוּ מִ ”קְ take of the zimras of the land in“ ,(בראשית מג:יא)

your vessels”, and Rashi explains ת רַ מְ זִּ ר) as the language of song מִ .(זֶמֶ

Every shepherd (ה has his own melody, according to the grasses and the place where he grazes, because each (רוֹעֶ

animal needs its own grass. And every grass has a song (ה ירָ it says, as in Perek Shirah; from the song of the (שִׁ

grasses the shepherd's melody is made.

MAIN  POINTS

So the Torah puts Yaval, the first herdsman, beside his brother Yuval, “ב עוּגָ נּוֹר וְ שׂ כִּ פֵ ל תֹּ י כָּ בִ ”אֲ ,(בראשית ד:כא)

“the father of all who play the harp and flute”: as soon as there were shepherds, there were instruments. And

David HaMelech, who knew how to play, was a shepherd.

נוּ“ עְ מַ ירוֹת שָׁ מִ ץ זְ אָרֶ ף הָ נַ כְּ ”מִ from the corner of the earth we heard songs”; and“ ,(ישעיהו כד:טז)

“ יעַ גִּ יר הִ זָּמִ ת הַ ץ, עֵ אָרֶ אוּ בָ רְ ים נִ נִ צָּ נִּ ”הַ Through the melody he knows, the shepherd gives .(שיר השירים ב:יב)

strength to the grasses, and the flock has pasture.

The melody also guards the shepherd. Always among animals, he could be drawn down from a human spirit

to an animal spirit (יּוּת מִ הֲ בַּ .grazing only himself ,(רוּחַ הַ

Melody refines the spirit, sifting “ה לָ עְ מָ יא לְ ה הִ עֹלָ ם הָ אָדָ נֵי הָ ”רוּחַ בְּ the spirit of man that goes“ ,(קהלת ג:כא)

upward”, from the spirit of the animal that goes down.

A king ( ךְ לֶ ר) holds the whole melody; each minister (מֶ :only his part. So Daniel told Nevuchadnetzar (שַׂ

הּ“ א בֵ כֹלָּ זוֹן לְ ”וּמָ זוֹן) and food for all is in it”, for sustenance“ ,(דניאל ד:ט) .comes through the melody (מָ

Hearing from his sons how this ruler behaved, Yaakov sent him the melody fitting such a ruler. The balm,

honey, spices, pistachios and almonds were the weights and measures of that melody, for the melody grows

from the land.

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

Creation is singing all around you. When you feel pulled down, sing, and let the melody lift your spirit.

And know that your song can strengthen those who depend on you.

In the full shiur: 1. The Shepherd's Melody · 2. The Guarded Spirit, and the King's Whole Melody
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