
LIKUTEI  MOHARAN  I I :62  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA ) ה ס״ב נָא · תּוֹרָ יָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

ל“ אֵ רָ שְׂ נֵי יִ י בְ עֵ סְ ה מַ לֶּ ”אֵ
)במדבר לג:א(

The Journeys That Bring Compassion

THE  TEACHING

The Midrash teaches that the journeys of the children of Israel (ל אֵ רָ שְׂ נֵי יִ י בְ עֵ סְ their travels from place to ,(מַ

place, atone for “ל אֵ רָ שְׂ יךָ יִ לֹקֶ ה אֱ לֶּ ”אֵ ה) the golden calf, that is, for the blemish of idolatry ,(שמות לב:ד) בוֹדָ ם עֲ גַ פְּ

ה רָ .(זָ

Even without serving idols the blemish can be there, for a weakening of faith (מוּנָה אֱ קוּל הָ לְ is also a kind of (קִ

idolatry. As brought in the name of the Baal Shem Tov on “ים רִ חֵ ים אֲ לֹקִ ם אֱ תֶּ דְ בַ עֲ ם וַ תֶּ רְ סַ ”וְ as soon :(דברים יא:טז)

as one turns away from Hashem, it is already that.

MAIN  POINTS

ם“ עוֹלָ רוֹן־אַף בָּ ם, חֲ עוֹלָ ה בָּ ה־זָרָ בוֹדָ שׁ עֲ יֵּ ן שֶׁ מַ ל זְ as long as there is idolatry in the world, there is anger in“ ,”כָּ

the world.”

So when the blemish of idolatry is atoned, the anger is sweetened and compassion (נוּת מָ חֲ .is drawn down (רַ

The main compassion is “ים מִ חֲ ם רַ כֶ ן לָ תֵּ -י יִ -דַּ -ל שַׁ קֵ ”וְ and Kel Shakai will give you“ ,(בראשית מג:יד)

compassion”: “ם כֶ .you, precisely ,”לָ

With Hashem, even a hard illness and suffering may truly be His compassion; all He does is only compassion.

But we cannot understand or receive His compassion in that form, so we ask that He place it in our hands, that

we may have compassion on ourselves plainly: to be healed of illness.

And ל אֵ רָ שְׂ בוֹת) is the initials יִ י תֵ אשֵׁ ים“ of (רָ מִ חֲ ם רַ כֶ ן לָ תֵּ -י יִ -דַּ -ל שַׁ for the compassion comes through ,”קֵ

the journeys of Israel.

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

Every trip, every move from place to place, can repair a little of our faith. And we may ask Hashem openly

for compassion in a form we can understand and receive.
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