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The Journeys That Bring Compassion

THE TEACHING

The Midrash teaches that the journeys of the children of Israel (Z?NjW’ °12 °Y01), their travels from place to
place, atone for “bN]W’ H’PZ?N ﬂ?&” (1:32 mnw), the golden calf, that s, for the blemish of idolatry (7712y D12
.

Even without serving idols the blemish can be there, for a weakening of faith (17J172R71 bl P?i?) is also akind of
idolatry. As brought in the name of the Baal Shem Tov on “01X n’i?.b?f QNTIAYI ON0Y” (1w:x 07127): as soon

as one turns away from Hashem, it is already that.

MAIN POINTS

“0Piya AR=1390 ,0PIY2 NN-NTI2Y WO 11t P27, “as long as there is idolatry in the world, there is anger in
the world.”

So when the blemish of idolatry is atoned, the anger is sweetened and compassion (13322117) is drawn down.

The main compassion is “0°7177 DD? 1R 9-7-% 5—9]” (1:m nwx2), “and Kel Shakai will give you

compassion”: “D;_)?”, you, precisely.
With Hashem, even a hard illness and suffering may truly be His compassion; all He does is only compassion.

But we cannot understand or receive His compassion in that form, so we ask that He place it in our hands, that

we may have compassion on ourselves plainly: to be healed of illness.

And 5}{'1127’ is the initials (1120 "¥R7) of “0°217 DD? 1% °-7-% 9-p”, for the compassion comes through

the journeys of Israel.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

Every trip, every move from place to place, can repair a little of our faith. And we may ask Hashem openly

for compassion in a form we can understand and receive.
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relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.

Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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