
LIKUTE I  MOHAR AN  I I :3 8  ·  PART  I I  (TINYANA) ה ל״ח יָנָא · תּוֹרָ נְ ״ן תִּ רַ י מוֹהֲ קּוּטֵ לִ

ךְ פֶ הֵ ים לְ מִ עָ פְ לִ ן, וְ טָ קָּ הַ עַ לְ נוֹסֵ ךְ וְ דוֹל הוֹלֵ גָּ ים הַ מִ עָ פְ לִ
When the Great Travel to the Small

THE  TEACHING

Sometimes the great one (דוֹל גָּ ן) travels to the small one (הַ טָ קָּ and sometimes the reverse: sometimes the ,(הַ

tzaddik travels through the land and shines his light on his students, and sometimes they come to him. Know that

the first is the greater.

It is natural for the small to come to the great, to receive. But sometimes the great one's light is so strong that the

small one cannot receive it in its place. So the great one must lower and humble himself (ֹמו צְ יעַ עַ נִ כְ הַ יד וּלְ הוֹרִ (לְ

and go to him, so the light becomes a little smaller and more physical, and can be received. So his going to the

small one comes from his very great level.

MAIN  POINTS

Moshe Rabbeinu was so great that he had to make himself small even before great men like Yehoshua and

Aharon, so they could receive his light: “ם אָדָ ל הָ כָּ אֹד מִ נָו מְ ה עָ ישׁ מֹשֶׁ אִ הָ ”וְ the man Moshe was very“ ,(במדבר יב:ג)

humble, more than any man.”

As the Sages say (Megillah 31): “ֹנוּתו תָ וְ נְ א עַ ה מוֹצֵ ם אַתָּ תוֹ, שָׁ לָּ דֻ א גְּ ה מוֹצֵ אַתָּ קוֹם שֶׁ ל מָ כָ wherever you find“ ,”בְּ

His greatness, there you find His humility.” Where there is more greatness, humility (ה נָוָ is needed, so the (עֲ

light can be received.

What does the great one do for the small? He turns a constricted mind (נוּת טְ קַ ין דְּ into an expanded mind (מֹחִ

לוּת) דְ גַ ין דְּ ה) that is a sweetening :(מֹחִ קָ תָּ מְ .(הַ

Sometimes with a shining face (ים נִ ת פָּ אָרַ and words of comfort. And sometimes the small one cannot (הֶ

receive that way: “ּה ין לֵ שִׁ טְ בַ יק, מְ לִ א דָּ לָ א דְּ wood that will not catch fire is split.” Then the light comes“ ,”אָעָ

through hardship (ין סּוּרִ .and humbling, to break him so he can receive (יִ

The great one's loss in lowering himself is nothing compared with the repair (קּוּן of the small one. His (תִּ

lowering is only for a moment, and then he returns to his level; but the small one is repaired and raised for

good.

How much lowering is needed depends. Sometimes a gesture is enough; sometimes he must travel. Like a

candle that went out (ה בָ כָּ if it still glows a little, hold it near the burning flame and it catches. If there is :(נֵר שֶׁ

no light left at all, it must be brought right up to the flame.

A  PRACTICAL  TAKEAWAY  ·  OUR  OWN  REFLECTION

True greatness bends down. A good teacher, a good parent, comes close to where the other person is. And if

your own light feels out, don't stay far away: come close to the flame.
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