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When the Great Travel to the Small

THE TEACHING

Sometimes the great one (?17377) travels to the small one (JOP1), and sometimes the reverse: sometimes the
tzaddik travels through the land and shines his light on his students, and sometimes they come to him. Know that
the first is the greater.

It is natural for the small to come to the great, to receive. But sometimes the great one's light is so strong that the
small one cannot receive it in its place. So the great one must lower and humble himself (123¥ 3_7”3:3[[7?1 'f"'l"lu'l'?)
and go to him, so the light becomes a little smaller and more physical, and can be received. So his going to the

small one comes from his very great level.

MAIN POINTS

* Moshe Rabbeinu was so great that he had to make himself small even before great men like Yehoshua and
Aharon, so they could receive his light: “QTR1 '?;?; TRR 1Y AW WORTY” (2:2° 127102), “the man Moshe was very
humble, more than any man.”

*  As the Sages say (Megillah 31): “I0131011Y R332 AR Q¥ ,1ﬂ?'{:} NZIM TARY Dipn 9227, “wherever you find
His greatness, there you find His humility.” Where there is more greatness, humility (111¥) is needed, so the
light can be received.

*  What does the great one do for the small? He turns a constricted mind (N31VR7 1°17) into an expanded mind
(N39727 1°177): that is a sweetening (TPRM1).

¢ Sometimes with a shining face (0°12 NX) and words of comfort. And sometimes the small one cannot
receive that way: “mh UL ,'7’1?’[ N?T RYR”, “wood that will not catch fire is split.” Then the light comes
through hardship (1°719°) and humbling, to break him so he can receive.

* The great one's loss in lowering himself is nothing compared with the repair (1321) of the small one. His
lowering is only for a moment, and then he returns to his level; but the small one is repaired and raised for
good.

* How much lowering is needed depends. Sometimes a gesture is enough; sometimes he must travel. Like a

candle that went out (71223% 71): if it still glows a little, hold it near the burning flame and it catches. If there is
no light left at all, it must be brought right up to the flame.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

True greatness bends down. A good teacher, a good parent, comes close to where the other person is. And if

your own light feels out, don't stay far away: come close to the flame.
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These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before 1 | _-ﬁ
relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation. E . i

Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources. . :
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