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Ashrei HaAm: Charity and Hashem's Watchful Eye

THE TEACHING

Complete providence (173%17), Hashem's full watchful care, cannot be drawn down until the desire for money
(137 NIXR) is broken, and what breaks it is charity (72 7X). The desire for money is idolatry (7171 1712¥): while it
rules there is anger in the world; as it weakens, kindness (T9f) comes, and kindness brings daas (N¥7).

Then the true sage gathers the souls who come to him with their longings, raises them, and brings down Torah. The

Torah is shaped like an eye, and it brings Hashem's watchful gaze to all who are close to it.

MAIN POINTS

The Zohar: “R;!Lz"f Rnonn 'IDW'? N3 RM” (191 0mn ), a wind comes to cool the heat of the heart. The wind is
charity, a generous spirit, “Q>7°21 M7 9%¥2%” (ray 0oin); the Levites' song is honest business, happy with one's portion
(P12 maw). Itis the incense, “2? MR NVR” w2 Hun).

Itis the revelation of Mashiach: “1203 "?’58 DX QTR TP??{?Z R 01°2” (:2 7ww), “on that day man will throw
away his idols of silver”; “’IT I°W2 11°BR M7 (7 1w

“IInLIn 1Y 777 000 H?S] 0°723 7°Y” (20:x3 *9wn): the sage climbs and brings Torah down. Itis born from the union
above, awakened when souls rise: “0217 N0 U?bl” (10 9wn), “he who takes souls is wise.”

Each person who comes brings a will, a longing (73%7). The sage gathers them, runs up and returns with Torah:
“2IW) RI¥T NIPAMY7 (7:x oxpre). R1¥T is 1187 23 is Moshe, who receives the Torah and calms the heat for money.

The Torah's notes, vowels, crowns and letters are the three colours of the eye and its pupil (1°¥"N2). Sight goes out,
strikes and returns, “s'l'({?ﬂ.’?? X7722”, like a polished mirror. One close to the Torah is seen fully; over those far from it
the gaze is only half, a running with no return.

The sage repairs a chariot of souls, like Yechezkel's. Rabbi Yonah, when rain was needed, said

“R7132y RK1I12 °N°KY 59IX” and stood in a deep, hidden place covered in sackcloth: rain is Torah,

“’l’fl.?? qWMI AAY°” (2:17 0127); the coin is calming the desire for money; the sackeloth is gathering souls.

We must search for such a sage. In Rabbah bar bar Chanah's tale the waves are souls. One wave says itis still sunk in
desire, and yet “J117T RN123 10 P12”: the sage lifted even it.

A PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY - OUR OWN REFLECTION

When the heat of wanting more rises, give a little charity and feel it cool. Bring your longing, even a small one,

to the Torah and the tzaddik. No one is too far down to be lifted.

In the full shiur: 1. Charity Cools the Heart - 2. The Sage Climbs with the Souls - 3. Torah, the Eye of Providence - 4. The Chariot of
the Soul - 5. The Torah's Chariot, and Rabbi Yonah's Rain - 6. Seek Out the Sage: The Sailors’ Tale - 7. Lifted to the Small Star - 8. See
the Strength of Your Master
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These shiurim were created with the help of Al and may contain errors. Please check with a rav or the original text before
relying on them. English text is our own paraphrase of the Hebrew; the takeaway is our own reflection, not a quotation.
Quotations arein Hebrew from the original text, with their sources.
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